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| Degoneracy of the Preſent Ave 
NS EM 


PRINCIPLES 


SER M ON 
PREACH' D before the _ 


| | Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE, | 
|| On SUNDAY in the Afternoon, 
June 25. 1704. 


By THOMAS SHERWILL, M. A. 
* and Fellow of Chriſt's College. 
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take a free and im 


Survey of our 
t Conſtitution, conſidered in a Re- 


1 ſus or Moral Gap city, will be apt to 
eonclude, that there never was any Age, ſince the 


Date of this Epiſtle, to which this Character of a 


Degeneracy in rinciples might more truly belong, 


than it doth to the preſent one we live in: For, 
altho I am not ſo abſurd, as to think that the Apo- 
ſtle did either ſolely or principally intend theſ- 
times of ours under this Deſcription; as was free 
uent for ſome Enthuſiaſtic Teachers of the late 
ebellion, to reſtrain and limit moſt of the Pro- 


phetical Predictions in Holy Writ to the Age and 


Countrey: they livd in; as if this ſmall ſpot of 


World, and a Great Part of the Gentile too, was 


Revolutions and Changes, foretold in 2 
ſhould be tranſacted. Altho', I ſay, tis very cer- 
tain there was a time lo lince,, when Men were 
impatient of ſound Doctrine; yet had there nor 

been * the preſent Generation have taken ſuffici- 


A 3: "I ent 


-E . 8 himſelf the Ladirerth- 


Earth, compard with the reſt of che Chriſtian 
to have been the only Theatre, where thoſe Grand 
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ent care that the Prophecy ſhould not paſs uncom- 
| pleated. 1 Rn. n 
= Hereſy and Schiſm have all along, more or leſs, 


_ infeſted the Church, and diſtracted the Peace and 
Unity thereof; while the Apoſtles themſelyes were 
diving, there were not wanting thoſe, who'*cor- 

rupted the Faith by impure Doctrines, by mon- 
ſtrous and ridiculous, yea blaſphemous Opinions; 
of which ſort were the Simonians, Menandrians, 
Ebionites, Cerinthians and Nicolaitans, uſually calld 
by that General Name of Gnoſtics: But thele were 
inconſiderable in regard of that innumerable Spawn, 
vhich aroſe ſoon 2 and almoſt overſpread thoſe 
Parts, here the Goſpel had been planted. They, 
ho before had ſecretly lurk d in ſome remote and 
obſcure Corner, not daring as yet to vent their 
Peſtilent Opinions, became emboldned upon the 
Deceaſe of the Apoſtles, openly to aſſault the Truth, 
and to advance their unreaſonable and groundleſs 
Tenets in Oppoſition to the Clear Light of Reve- 
w nomomntboll wile non ano In 
Then was it that the Prince of Darkneſs did 
moſt ſtrenuouſſy exert his whole Force and Cun- 
ning, to ſubvert that Reli ion, Wwhoſe Eftabliſh- 
ment, he well knew, would inevitably: prove the 
Ruine of his Kingdom; and to this end did he 
employ his Agents, either ſo to blend the Truth 
with Error Nonſenſe, as to make it unworthy 
the Reception of a Rational Being, or by a pow- 
erful Oppoſition made againſt ſome Principal and 
Fundamental Article of the Faith, to bear down 
the True Profeſſion of it by the numeroufneſs of a 
Party: And this deſign was in a likely way to _ 
$133 | > 41 | ta Ken 
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taken effect, in the caſe of the Arrians againſt the 
Orthodox; had not the commendable Zeal and In- 
duſtry of the Great Athanaſius, after a long and 
invidious Struggle and Conteſt, moſt happily pre- 
vented it. F. 
Now had ee eee a the Orthodox Faith 
been poſſeſs d with, what ſome in theſe days call, 
= the Vertue of Moderation, the Church muſt infal- 
& * libly! have been born down by the Prevalency of 
= the: 4rrian Faction: For Euſebius, Bilhop of Ni. 
cumedia, applauded by ſome for his: Moderation 
toward the Arrians, was at firſt no other than an 
Arrian under a diſguiſe, and after ward a profeſs d 
ons 16 enn 3 9373 o et tn hne or 1am 
Neither, in the next place, to own the Truth, 
was Schiſm behind- hand as to its Riſe and Ori- 
gine; for we read of Diſſentions in the Churches 
of Antioch and Corinth, even in the Apoſtles days, 
and fo dowynward to this time has it had its turn 
in all Ages. Net“ this J vill be bold to ſa that. 
never was there any National. Church divided by 
a more groundleſs and incurable, becauſe encou- 
rag d. Schiſm „than our Church of England is; a 
manifeſt Token of a Great Corruption in the 
Minds of Men; For when: they will not : endure 
ſound Doctrine, then is it that after their own luis 
they heap up to themſelues Teachers, having itching. 
Ears. And if this Giddy and Unſetled Humour 
of running from one Teacher to another, and for- 
ſaking thoſe whom God hath ſet over us, be in 
any wile commendable, we may, in a manner, ſe- 
cure the whole Praiſe of it to our ſelves: For no 
Nation under Heaven, where but the F _— Re- 
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4 — A Sermon preachd before 
ligion is kept up and maintain'd, can in this parti. 
_ cular be parallełd to uus. 

But this is not the only Topic I deſigh to pro- 

. ceed upon, from the words I have made choice of, 

but to ſhew, a work perhaps ungrateful, tho nor 
unneceſſary, that whatever ws. aig of Opinion 
mighr/prevail amongſt Chriſtians in Former Ages, 

the fame in degree doth ſtill obtain in this; and 

how prone” ſoever Men heretofore may have been 
to turn à deaf Ear to wholſom Doctrine, the pre- 
ſent Age in this reſpe& may vye with them. And 
this 1 mall endeavour to make out, in the words 
I Trurh and Soberneſs, not regarding how obnoxi- 
ous I may render my ſelf to the Cenſures of the 
Ee. 570 07 e955 997 903-17 een 

For the timo is. come, when men will not endure 
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I. And that Firſt; Becauſe the Principles of Na- 
tural Religion are moſt audaciouſſy aſſaulted, moſt 
impudentſy diſputed, denied and ridicul' d. As to 
the Rxiſtence of a God, it has bern queſtion'd by 
me, und ſtill is; whether ever there was any who 
did really disbelieve it; They looking upon the 
Notion of à Speculative Atheiſt, as a meer Fig- 
ment and Ohimæra, and ſuch as never did yet 
actually exiſt in the World. 


"_ — ” 


But à ſmall degree of Knowledge in the Hiftory 
of the Ancient Philo ſophy will cafily diſprove this 
Conceic, and a little Experience of the preſent Age 
will oon diſcover-rhar there are ſuch Monfters yet 
upon che Stage. For an Example of this kind, we 
need reeur no farther, chan to the Beginning of 
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, and ſelf-evident. as any in Science; tis bard 
ceive, that he who deſires to be heard”! in What he 
| DAY ſhould be ſo ortiſh, as to 0 poſe the Demo 


KH Ef: much Reaſon be conteſted, as 
he endeavours 0 overthrow.” But there are 
| Hard Men, tho o I: can Yr dly © all: them 1, who, 
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remarkable, one in; eed, of an Atheiſt who 1287 Fs. 
to. that deſperate. eprec of F renz that he choſe ar Tele 
to ſuffer Death for t Cauſe, Fw) 0 .offer the Sa. for Athe- 

Te: e of 4 Fool; rather than acknowledge that Ne- ** 
i Folens had a B ing, lie ſubmitted, ac- 
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his own, and iv'd himſelf. at once, of 
the njo yment. of Whatever F alle. Cod "he th 
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Perniciqus 6297 Heretical Opinions, to be publickly 
thoſe, Who. ct up for en of, Renten 


Demonſtrath on, 48 3025 Theorem 


con- 
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ration; , when it is impoſſible” he ſhguld produc 
any Medium, for that purpoſe, Bur What may with 
the Propoſition 


ah Reaſon: ſhould be, 575. It elfe 5 ve ran 
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No whether this Doctrine, of. the: Souls Im- 
mortality, 


7 "it" be; of as early Date as Mankind it 
" againſt the Nec for their Obſti- 


uli riſe up in ment with 
= 7m," may 0 — re be applied to this Au- 
thor: That the Wile ind Sober art of the Hea- 
then World'ſhall riſe up in ſudgment wich him and 
condemn him; ek 
yours to diſcover" this IL ruth, ſo far as it was dif- 
cernible by the Light of Reaſon; but behold this 
2] —.— has the Clearer Light of Revelation. It is 
Strange and Amazing, that in a Communi 
feſung Ohriſtianity 
ſi far laſt to Renſon and Religion, as not te be 
eon vine d of the Subſtantiality, Immateriali and 
Immortality of the Humane oalz bug chis 
pardoittible; had he ftop d here) but whine es 
iſper ſe tlie nef his Notions 
inte the minds of others, thereby te un 
| weak, and confirm the wavering to his opin 
5 t not Free ont in ns that has ad- 
vanc d a t⸗ only in his Writings, but 
bee e ee 7 Defigns again 
ligion Werthe APhonians. as blam 
the 5, be for their Exceſſive Superſtition ; a 
defer y Commendable, in that they were ſevere 
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be an Heatbeniſſi Invention, as he will 


hive" _ _ by the way; is no manner of Ar- 
inſt che Truth of it; or whether, as 


n [remark this, that what our 8a 


us d "Sir utmoſt Endea- 
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Caſtigators of all the Affronts, Scorn and Contempt 
that was at any time caſt upon their Gods, and Sa- 
cred Myſteries; and however unjuſtly Anauaguras, 
Herates and ſome others might ſuffer upon that ac- 
49 count, yet they are fairly to be acquitted, yea ap- 
plauded for their proceedings againſt Protagoras of 

Abdera, who, becauſe: he Fad: wublickly; profeſs d 

in his Writings, that ene 3g lere was 

any God exiſting or not; They: expellid him their 

Aab ..Countrey, and. afterwards in a Publick Aſſembly 

| committed his Book to the Flames. This latter 


mark of Infamy I think, Our Worthy. Senators 
of che Honourable Houſe: of Commons thought fit 
to brand our Author with, and he hade had no 


in it ſel 
conſider. the direct Tendency it hath to the intro- 


ducing of LJniverſal Gorporealiſm and yet, for 
this, how ſmoochly doth this Notion paſs with 
ſome Men, wi „Lam co fident; muſt abhor the 
. Conſequence of it; and for which I can give my 
| a 5 Reaſon Sei but „ OO 
loth to difapproye, of any Principle: this Author 
155 om they have for thoſe other Principles of 
In E * N . 
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«fy: 1 7 r ſores of Mews we ably 21:65. 


| die then wholly . Revelation land enter tan 


the Chriſtian Religion; To ſome Hiſtorical parts 
of Holy-MWrit they may, perhaps, give their Aſ- 
ent, ad to a Common litory; but the whole Nar- 
tire of our Saviour's Life and Death, and Suf- 
 ferings, of his Reſhrrection and Aſcenſion, of the 
Miracles Pa a ai by him and his Apoſtles, — 
eſteem of, as a meer Contrivance of the Firſt 
Preachers of, the Goſpel. - Theſe are they, who 


a er mean and low Eſteem of the Seriptures and 


3 eng, themſelves to be wiſe become Fools, tos Rom!. 22 
is. Every. one who flights and contemns the  . 


nſpired Writings, that inexhauftible.Treaſury-of 
vine Wiſdom and Eloquence, which, and only 
which is able to make him wiſe unto Salvation. I 


= Ge: 7 nc Sceptics of the =, WhO think 15. 16. 


that no Religion as yet is Eſtabliſſ d upon Suffi- 
ems, Gr 7 5 of Cxedibility; who, -becauſe the 
Truth of Chriſtianity is incapable; of being provd/ 
by that ſort of Demonſtration, whereby Geometri- 
cal, Fropgſitions are, do therefore thinks fit: to re- 
jectlit: Bupain the: mean whiles, da then goteſnem: 
dec 1 unreaſonable in requiring more 
22256 2 Nanws of PR Sing ing "= 
ad heya | 


e e ; wich. the Deiſt, and al. 
s conſidering, hon 1 E 
Cale. Rach een en Ger ludable 8 


yon 


— 


a 0 %, > * - M RT 
. - 5 _ 4 — 
% « . » . 8 IJ * 
” . * * 
* * — * 
« « © v ST ® MN > Ck. 


2 A *4 4 


10 eme, reach 2 * 
an eee, eee 
LeQture | Care dune was taken for Om urpoſey'Þonly men- 
. tion them in this Place, as fülling in with my e 
Honoura- ſent Subhedx ; For if the Hol Ferip Mures area 
bl» Robert E Sound Words; if it be d. orte , 
Tim,, Acer that Chriſt" Jeſus enme Into" b a 

to [ave Sinners, The Deiſt, who' denies Chriſtia- 

nity" inche grofs wirkt all its Eſſenrials „det moſt 
ignally approve himſelf of the Number of thoſe 

0 will $0r"endure" Sound Doeivine.” a (10422007010) 
curl? bur rant vd zalg uon A lr1 

In. "Thirdly: - Seher fort yet we ure Who al- 

low indeed thar Cod has /aQually made à Revela- 
tien of his Wit es Mankind; amar de [puke iu Time 


Heb.1. 2 ante The Tauber, by-3he Aropbets, and in the 
laff dart has" ſpobem amv any bis den; yet with 
Great Arrogance do they preſume t ſimit an 


- - eonfine- the Infinite Wiſdom) as to ite it ſhall 
: ** Revealpand: hat not; and eheſe are the” Diſci-- 
| "= of Bocinnv. For what eile Wity dar hen ſich 
and ſuch Doctrines are deliy eure! in 


ered in Ser 
Words of à plain and detertinate Senle}” where 
there can be no room for Metaphot, according 
the uſual! Modes of” Speech, they all endexyot 
a 6 elude the true un nk 
of e by ce and Freu els Diftir 
hh and intpr Explications;” or dittort- 
cke Words From their Natural Import and Sig- 
on to A ſtraiu d und Figurative Senſe, where 
ew who Caule 5 #eeede from rhe literdl' Of? 
2 ed'Shifrs and Evaſtöifs 48 t 
by —— and preearious Suppbſitis 
they think"ts diſentangle themſelves fröm afl Ob- 


eben e Selens whmtover Tons above the 2 
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al cheir-Reaſgn to comprehend, notwithſtanding it 
comes recommended to them by Him ho can nei- 
nher err non deceive, and is ſupported upon the 
dure Jeſtimony of Truth it elf. And all the while 
hap thus contend againſt any things being incom- 
| a4 


enſibie in the Chriſtian Jnſtitution, they muſt 
fore q to acknowledge that there are Truths in 
Nature and Natural Religion, moſt. abſtruſe and 
w yſterious , ſuch as they can never diſpute or deny, 
% hich per are altogether as inexplicable by them, 
and in che Contemplation of which Their Reaſon 
ag much bewildred and loſt ; as in thoſe ſublime 
| ſterias of our Faith, . The Dockrine ot 
Tree Diſtinct: Suhſiſtencias in the Divine Eſſenae, 
and hut One God and that of the Union of the 

God: head and Man- hood in one and the ſame In- 

dividual Perſon: £1 W126 PHY OMNI $32.4: F 


4 my 


Were cheie Men of Great Reaſon;:as they think 
themſelves: to bo, andi of as little Faith, but able to 
draw a Parallel between theſe Doctrines and that 
of Tranſubſtantiation, they would be much in 
the right to reject, them: Bur ſinee they never could 
change aur Faith with anything Contradictious, 
and at the ſame time make good their Charge; hace 
un rticlæ af our Relief is in any wiſe Repugnant 
to Right Reaſon, how much ſocver it may mount 
above: it; tis evident that hy withholding their 
Aſſent to theſe Grand and Important Truths, they 
maſt mameſully fruſtrate the great End for Which 

the Coſpel was rte D hidhꝗ as St. Jahn tells us; 8. Joh. 20. 
Was That ur might Arne that © Jent h the 3" 
Crit, the Son of God, and that belitwung we now ht 

| 1 IV. Fourthly. 
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IV. Fourchly. Another ſort of Mens who wl 
mot enaure Sonn Doctrine, are they who, by cauſ- 
leſly dividing from our Communlon, break the 
Peace and Unity of the Church! and are the main 
Occaſion of our Diſcords here at home; and the 
Scandal of. the Reformation abroack And of thee 
oy m_ art eee eee ee 
Hteriund, Indtnendents, Ankbapdiſtss\ Quubaru, 
Jaomuns;iighd what not? For When once Men 
forſake the ꝓatli of Truth, the Mae of Error is 
iafinite; and it is no Security to any of theſe Par- 
ties, that they themſelves are in 2 only 70 
being Exempt from the miſtakes of each other. But 
then alb this while, what affords matter of a me- 
Aancholy QGonſideration is, that how much ſoever 
they may differ amongſt themſelves in ſome things: 
yet they unanimouſly agree in a reſolute and un- 
Feaſonable Oppoſition againſt our Church, to the 
maifeſt Danger of her Eſtabliſhment, and to the 
Great Prejudice of the Common Intereſt of Religion. 
.Q —— Church, founded according to the 
Laus and. Rules of the Goſpel, regulated hy the 
Model of the Primitive and Pureſt Ages, Whoſe 


: 


Government is of Divine Inſtitution, whoſe Faith 

and Frattice is Orthodox and Sound, whoſe 
Morſhip is ſetled in the Golden Mean between 
Superſtition and Sordid Neglect, not burden'd 

te with an Exceſs of ; Ceremonies: on the one hand, 

or / impair d thro a defect of Order and Solemnity 
on the other, equally remote from the Gaudy 
e Fopperies and Fageantry of the Church uf Rome, 
and the Indecency and Slovenlineſs of Fanati- 

« c:/tm, whole Conſtitution is eſteem d and 1 
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. ak 2 by thoſe abroad, and eſtabliſt d by Good” 
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« and Wholſom Laws at home! Vet how art thou 
ſlighted, contemn'd, and undermin'd by open and 


Steidl Enemies of the Separation; and unwor- ea 
thily betray'd by ſecret ones within thine own Bo- 


| En] So that that Prediction of the Royal Pro 1 1 
which the Evangeliſis apply to the Perſon of ou N 
Lord himſelf, the Head, is true alſo as to the pe 
reſt Part of his Myſtical Body, che Church: 


which did cat of my 2 hath H, up his heel . 


gainſt ne. 

Fut not to perſiſt i in a Digreſſion in the needleſs, 
tho juſt Encomiums of our , preſent” Church; I 
proceed to ſhew, which, I rl og will not be fo 

reign: to the buſi neſs in hand; That they who have 

divided from us, have at the ſame time dividi 

from the ee and, . 7 Bec, our Commu. 


211. Ed Si * 4905 11 05 
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none can deny to be a Neceſſary Duty, and in r | 
ſame Breath own the Scrij 7 5 as a Rule of our 


Behaviour, wherein it is o frequently inculcated, 
and fo ſtrictly enjoyn'd us. Vet, how ſmall à re- 
gard have thoſe of the Diſſention, T'mean, the De- 

igning Party of them; for ſome, withour doubt, 
are betray d in amongſt them, through a miſtaken 
Zeal, who otherwiſe are well meaning, and wholly 
ignorant of the Ends drag? their Leaders drive at? 
how ſmall a. regard, I fay, has the Deſigning Party 
of them to 15 Duty! 4 80 very ſmall, that, SAGE: 
. breach of Charity, one 2 OY of _— 

an 
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and their known Principles and Practice will bear 
mie out in What 1 fay, that they neither care to 
Fer. a. 13, ſubs fo ihbe Kings as ſupream, or unto Governors, 
e dete them that are ſent, or commiſſion d by him. 
And it is no argument againſt what I ſay, to urge 
they are not at this fundture or have been for 
fome time paſt, in any actual Rebellion. for I rake 
them not to be io very Impolitic, as t. found the 
Trumpet to Sedition , unleſs they were firſt well 
aſſured they had Forces ſufficient to compleat a 
Conqueſt, or at leaſt to make a ſafe Retreat, 
; Such are the Principles of our Sectaries, notori- 
5 ene {83S + (hr Abt £796 ft 3; SHRED 
ouſly Antimanarchial $60 Repyancdhy and, I with, 
ee. better, they were confined to that 
Rarty only; but, I fear, the Venom is fpread far- 
r the Leaven extended beyond the Body of 
D Pla ora notre ta 
Now muſt not that Government be in avery fafe 


* 


Condition, where this curfed Poſition ſhalt come 
to he a Principle generally avowed? That tis law- 
Jul for Subjetss to take up Arms againſt their Law- 
ful Sovereign, upon 8 of preſerving Religion, 
on. preventmg any Grievances they may be under. 


To allert ghis, what is it but to open à wide Gate 
ra Rebellion? to render the Title of our Prince fo 
very uncertain and precarious, that when ever Po- 
Rular Faction ſhall. haye Weight enough to turn 

the Scale and it will never want a pretence where- 
by ro zuſtif its proceedings; He chat is à King to 
daf, may be cyery ones Inferior to morrow, and 
the meaneſt of his Subjects may mount the Throne, 
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"To conſider what the Effects were of this very 
Princ le purſu'd not many years ſince, were 
250% one would think, to cauſe every Man 
; who Feeding any Senſe of Duty to his Prince, ot 
= has any Regard to the Peace and Welfare of his 
= Countrey to abominate and deteſt it, : 
What Deſblation and Bloudſhed? What Ra 
ane Slaughter were- committed in this Ki dom, 
and all upon the ſcore of this Principle? 
The Beſt of Kings moſt inhumanely Murder'd 
: in cold Bloud, in eee to all Religion and Law. 
Humanity and Juſtice, or whatever elſe 
: and Obliz atory to Mankind. an 90 
What 13 jule, Cruelty and Barbariry wht; a 
= and all as the immediate and neceſſary Refule o 
tis Tenet? An evident proof that it can never be 
| Chrifttan; that it never was taught by the Pronee 
of Peace; but borrowed rather out of the Alcoran; 
and calculated for the Religion of Mabomr. 
And how ſhould it otherwiſe be, hen the Fun. 
damental Maxim whereon this Doctrine is ground 
ed is unſound and rotten? viz. That all Power is 
Originally in the People, and that the "Authority 
whereby Princes Govern, is deriv'd from tbem, and 
depends wholly upon ' ſome Mutual Compact and 
Agreement rv ag them. Now in anſwer” here 
to, I ſhalbonly refer the Men of this Perſwaſton to 
| argue the Matter fairly with St. Paul, who tells us, 
that The Powers that be are urdain' d of- Goa, r Rom. 13.1. 
TY put into that Rank or Order which they 
hold by him, how then are they ſet up by the Ped- 
ple? and that they which 76 en, reſi an 
| Ordinance, not of thei gra outs * C. 


4 #, 
_— _ * 9 


r 


3 


8 


H Sermon preach a before. 


Our Church of Englan 4, to her great Credit be 
it ſpoken, has all along, e ven from the Infancy of 
the Reformation, preſery'd/ a very tender and con- 
ſeientious Repard to the Rights of Princes, as ap- 

5 = her Articles, Canons, Injunctions, Homi- 

Liturgy 3 in which PIR She ſtands in 
tina as well to Papiſts as Diſſenters: For 
5 Depoltag: Doctrine of 5 Church of Rome, and 
the Principles of > Common; wealths- man, are of 
neater Affinity to each other than is commonly 
imagin d; and this the late Incomparable Biſhop of 


whe lee arceffer bas made out, by running the Parallel 


Lojaly.. 


Heb. 13. 


berween them in ſeveral particulars. Yea, the De- 
poling Doctrine, I may add, is the more tolerablc 
of the two, in as much as Invaſion is not half fo 
odious and deteſtable as Rebellion. To conclude 
this Head then, (which I have the longer inſiſted 
one becauſe I know no inſtance of a more General 
Revolt from Sound Doctrine, and wherein Men 
2 ſtiff and confidentl maintain their Error 
in ) If the Doctrine of Obedience to 
12 in that manner wherein Our Church aſ- 
ſerts it, be truly Chriſtian, then how much ſoe ver 
it may happen at any time to be out of Vogue and 
Eſteem: yet the Obligation thereto mult be perpe- 
and like the Author of it, os 10 25 ay, 
marr and for ever.” 


. 
/ 


IE Ir is evident in the neut PEE that the Se- 


| ;f Pe are Men impatient of ſound Aockrine, were 


for no other reaſon, than that they have with- 
ee ves from our Church, where the 
hop Ward: of God is 4 preached. and the Sa- 
craments 
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craments rightly adminiſtred, or, in the Apoſtles 
Expreſſion, have turn d away their Ears from the 2 rim. 4. 
Truth, and are turned unto Fallen. 
Mere any of the Terms of our Communion in- 
deed unlawful, this would be cauſe ſufficient to 
juſtify. the Se aration, and condemn all thoſe who 
are, hotwithſtanding this, for upholding that ſort 
of Worſhip: But ſince the ablel. of our Adverſa- 
ries could never ſhe this ; ſince there is nothing 
enjoyn'd, but what might eaſily be ſacrific d to Peace 
with a good Conſcience ;, whocver ſhall ſeparate 
under theſe, Circumſtances, can hardly be excus'd' 
Z 
But we have been told of late that the Diſſenter 
is no Schiſmatic, tho I know not with what Face 
of Truth it can be ſo pleaded: For if Schiſm be 
the Breach of that Communion, wherein a Man 
might have continued without Sin; otherwiſe there 
never was, or can be any ſuch thing as Schiſm in 
the World; if it be a Voluntary Separation of our 
ſelves, without juſt cauſe given, from that Church 
whereof we were born Members; Our Diſſenter 
can never acquit himſelf, of this Crime. 
_?Tis not the Toleration that can ſecure his Inno- 
eence, the Benefit of that can extend no farther,. 
than to exempt him from thoſe Penalties which 
are annex d to the Law for its ſecurity, and which 
otherwiſe would be inflicted upon him: But his 
Guilt is the fame as ever; becauſe he acts as much. 
againſt the Law, although the Sanction of it be 
ſuſpended, or aboliſhed; as if it were ſtill to con- 
tinue in Force. And fo long as any National 
% at. Church 
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Church is eſtabliſn'd by Law, whoſe Worſhip: is 
innocent, no Power upon Earth, whatever it may 
do as to my Conformity, can diſpenſe with my 
Obligation thereto, provided I am a Member 
| rr OP DT 7, 
rid. Theſe Truths are plain and clear, and have been 
Lf ph p of late ſubſtantially prov'd beyond Contradiction. 
Sein, But the ſucceſs this Argument has had, has been 
continued. no Ways equal to its ſtrength and clearneſs; it 
| hath not had that Effect it ought to have, either 
of preſerving Men from being Schiſmatics, or of 
Albig thoſe that are ſo: And what is the rea. 
ſon of this, but that Men are inſenſible of the great 
Evil of Schiſm, and of the miſchievous Conſequen- 
, Ga ab Ng 
Did they but ſeriouſly conſider what Care our 
Lord took to prevent it, and how diligent the A- 
poſtles were for the fame purpoſe; What Cautions 
were given to avoid all thoſe that were inclined 
that way, and what odious Titles are affix'd to it, 
as the York of the Fleſh, the Work of the Devil, 
and the like; They would not for Matters of a 
ſmall moment incur the Danger of it. 
But above all, are they guilty of che moſt obſti- 
nate Schiſm, who having no real Scruples of Con- 
ſcience againſt our Communion, do notwithſtand- 
ing divide from us, and mightily widen the Sepa- 
ration; and Theſe are out Occaſional Conformiſts, 
a ſort of Men never to be vindicated, as long as 
Hypocriſy is blameable: For whatever ſpecious 
Interpretations ſome may have put upon the mat- 
. ter, thereby to impoſe upon the Vulgar, and bring 
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them over to a Party, and a noble Conqueſt is it 
to have them on our fide in opinion, ho are not 
able to diſcern the differences of things beyond 
ſuch as affect their out ward Senſes; whatever Pleas, 
I ay, have been urg d in behalf of Occaſional Con- 
formity, I ſhall not be afraid to term the practice 
ol it, in deſpite of all the Arts of Diſſimulation and 
Double- Dealing, ſcandalous and groſly Hypoeriti- 
cal; and in giving this Verdict, many of the Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves ( fo forcible is Truth ſometimes 
above Prejudice) do agree with me: For it is plain 
to all, who: ſhut not their Eyes, that it is no Prin- 
ciple of Conſcience, as has been pretended, that 
8 the Actions of theſe Men, and detains them 
= trom uniting with us; for that would oblige them 
do act uniformly, and at all times alike; but a Baſe 
Worldly Intereſt, and an Affectation of Power and 
Dominion; how otherwiſe is it poſſible that the 
= Offer of a Place of Profit, or of a Share in the 
Government, ſhould reconcile a Man to our way 
of Worſhip, who is ſincere in the Objections he 
makes againſt it, when all the Exhortations, Per- 
ſwaſions and Arguments for Union that could be 
thought of; when Solutions full and clear have 
been return d by way of Anſwer to all Objections, 
and which are the only proper Methods to be uſed 
in this caſe, have all prov'd ineffectuals?? ?! 
It is a Maxim of Common Prudence, out of two: 
Evils to chuſe the leaſt: Now ſay our Caſniſis very 
ee Theſe Evils can never be both of a Moral 
Jature; for no Man can be brought under an ab- 


ſolute and unayoidable Neceſſity to commit a ſin: 
e But 
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But we certainly are fallen into the worſt of times, 
when the Conſtitution” of things, one would think, 


was inverted; when Hypocriſy, an Evil of a Mo- 


* 


ral Nature; and therefore the greater, is tolerated 
— 05 ot Won pond o vents 


But before 1 diſmiſs this Subject, I cannot but 
take notice of another ſort of Men, who, as Edu- 


cCation and Preferment have chancd to determine 


them, are unluckily fallen within the Church, and 


nothing but a eee ſubſiſtence out of her Re- 


venues is the Chain that links them to her, but 
without any liking of each other. Theſe, like the 
Viper, glad perhaps when cold and benumm'd to 
be receivd and entertain d; when after a while they 
have gathered Warmth and Strength, and their 
Nature returns upon them, do moſt ungratefull 


ſpir their Venom againſt the very Boſom that che- 
reer 


Theſe are tliey, who ſee nothing excellent e- 
nough in our Conſtitution to be contended for; 


_ who invidiouſly miſcal an Hearty Concern for the 
Intereſt and e of our Eſtabliſhment by the 
odious Names of Bi 


Bitter Zeal, Fury, Uncharitable- 
neſs, and the like; moſt groundleſly intimating, 
that the Church cannot ſnew a Deteſtation of Re- 
bellion, Schiſm and Faction, without breaking in 
upon the Chriſtian Duties of Peace, Love and Be- 


And thus while they act, do they not give us juſt 
occaſion to think, either that they want nothing 
to compleat themſelves Diſſenters, but an 1 
a * 0 
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_ of” Habit, their Principles being the ſame already | 
= with theirs; or that they are Era by ſome 
= Antimonarchical Zealots of the Nation co: i write il 
Inyedives againſt our $797, and "have '2"Penfion 1 
to peak in favour of Schiſm and Faction? 
St. Paul. tells the Elaers met together at Mzetus, | 
that after his "departing, " Grievous Wotoes ſhould As 2 
enter in ow them, vor ſparing” the Flock!” And | 
even to this 9 is the Ser on of theſe Spiri- 4 
_ tual Wolyes ſtill preſervd within this our Nation | 
and yet ſo roles are ſome, whoſe Duty it is to | 
_ deſery the Approaches of this Enemy and to driye | 
= him zway, as not to be ſenfible there" is iy fe |} 
= or that they themſelves and their Flock are in any 
7 er thereby. *Tis nor"thetefore without Great | 
Reaſon that our Church has inſerted this Depreca- | 
tory Sentence into her moſt excellent Litany; That 7 
God would" deliver us from Jedition, Privy Conſpi. 6 
| racy and Rebelli zun from "all falſe” Dole, | Hor 7 
and Schiſm, from Hardneſs of Heart,” n vntempt 
of his 1 055 "and Conmaidnient 5 231 © Me (LIT 
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And now, PTR; Sudan 5 

to ſnew the De eneracy of the Fra ent Ag in 1755 
ſpeck of Principles ;* how regardleſs it is of Truth, = 
how impatient of found and wholſom' Dockrin | 
Upon which Conſideration let me only add theſe 
two Reflections brie 2205 DOE 4 eee 
10859369 rl 03 It} guet h 1 eint bun on 
I. Firſt], if t ben ties laß ſüeh that Nen. will 
vor endure Sound Dottrine > then tis much te be | 
fear d that all the” ene on Fot for à Refor- | 
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them fin the more in 2 24 Hh 2 
= to their * 2 ut be it pe, nl 
God m_ N en vy Succeſs to a Deſign 
that is cially when the mans to acm, 
bd] 19 nd ONS, az, in this Cafe, 1 
— Fer. there is lon 
es a Corryprion.in ner, Shar " 
diſcountenanc d, and that is a Corrummom in Prin- 
ciples. And this I hoy t ft to hint >» becauſe 


nere are un und e ch. as for Men of 
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very Religious 5 Life, whoſe De- 

ſigns ß if wes pur in n, would prove as 

fatal to the Community) as open Immorality and 
Pro- 


— ads 1 this > ont that the 
latter, as in reaſon might be expected, would pro- 
vole the Divine juſtice to out his Vengeance 
upon us in an Extraosdinary Manner; and the 
other would directly and immediately involve us 
in all che Miſeries of a Civil War: And this Con- 
= ſequence of the two is rather to/be:dreaded moſt ; 
= fince”tis- more Eligible to fl into the: band. 

| Lord; . the hand of Man. no: 


| Beſides, as our ent Cie . 
under a General, and in a manner Unlimited T#- 
{eration , can the Work of Reformation be carried 

on with that Eaſe and Succeſs, as hepa it 

might be? Is it not natural for thoſe, Who are 

vitiouſly inelin d, when they ablerve a Great Li- 

bderty granted this way, to think all Religion 2 

| feſt, and themſelves injur d, if they are not leſt 

free to cut out and mode! 2, A en os der 

own Fancy; as welt as others? * 


NMoreover yet, by the means of 2 Toleration 
Men muſt needs be brought ta have a low; cſteems 
and value, yea to ſcorn and contemn their. Lawful 
Guides and Paſtors, and to ſpurn at the wholſom 
Preſeripts adminiſtred the Regular Phyſitians 

of the Soul, and fo e themſelves fur a Cure 


to thoſe: Spiritual Empirics or ensd by 

the 22 whos if r 83 
for the moſt part ſuperinduse a v 1 
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Far be it from me to grudge any well-meaning 


Piſtenter the Benefit of a Tolerat iam; but I can- 
not without ſome ſort; of Indignation obſerve to 
what an Heighth of Impudence and Preſumption 
ſome Men,; upon this very account, are arriv'd: 
Who, becauſe the Civil Power has not reſtrain d 
them from executing the Prieſt's Office, ſhall 
Ame . © therefore". have the Boldneſb to undertake it. 
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